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Curator's Corner

     What a great second quarter we had! Warm weather always brings with it more visitors and more opportunities to tell 
our Veterans stories. The Patriot Freedom Festival celebrated it's 14th year this year and we've got dozens of events 
scheduled for the remainder of the year. With such a full schedule, we're fortunate to have added another new volunteer 
to our team – Lisa Williams.

     Lisa was born and raised in Dayton, Ohio. Growing up in an Air
Force town influenced her decision to join the United States Air Force
after graduating from High School in 1979. After completing Basic
Training at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas, she was trained as an
Inventory Management Specialist. Her tours of duty included Lowry
Air Force Base, Colorado and Camp O'Donnell in the Republic of the
Philippines. Lisa serves as a Docent and data base administrator.

       

        After some much needed restoration and repair by Michael “Mac” 
   McBride, our Battlefield Cross is on display again in the Museum foyer - 
   thanks for the hard working getting this back in shape Mac! 

         

    

     On 29 April we said goodbye to a good friend – WWII Veteran
and Pearl Harbor Survivor, Frank M. Ruby. Frank turned 100 years
old on November 1st last year. During our Patriot Freedom Festival,
Memorial Day and each Veterans Day Frank could be found at the
Museum sitting next to his Hawaiian shirt and the Pearl Harbor
display, ready to chat with visitors about his experiences on
December 7th. He especially loved talking to young kids. Frank's
death marks the last of the six Pearl Harbor Survivors we've had
the pleasure of knowing and working with over the past decade.
Fair winds and following seas, shipmate! We'll miss you!
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     Home Depot generously donated flowers for the VA Grotto Gardens and we were given some to plant in the World 
War I garden. We also added a small WWI Centennial flag along with a marker.  Our drive to raise funds for the a new 
plaque to memorialize our World War I veterans is just over halfway to goal. See page 12 for more details on how you  
can help us mark the centennial of the end of the Great War.

     The last day of this quarter was reserved for some “Mandatory Fun” for our Staff,  volunteers and families as we held 
our first Combat Dining Out.   The custom is a very old tradition. Although its origin is not clear, formal feasts to honor 
military victories and individual or unit achievements have been customary from pre-Christian Roman Legions to King 
Arthur’s knights in the sixth century.  With the adoption of the Dining-In by the military, these feasts became more 
formalized. British soldiers introduced the custom  to colonial America, where it was adopted by the Continental  Army.

    The Dining-Out format began in the United States Army Air Corps with General Henry “Hap” Arnold’s “Wing-dings”. The
Air Corps’ association with the British in World War II increased its  popularity.  Although the term, “Dining-In” is used 
here, most of the rules apply to the “Dining-Out” as well. The only significant difference between the two is that spouses 
and guests are invited to attend the Dining-Out.   We modified a rule here and there, and everyone had to dress in some 
“militant fashion”...which could be an entire uniform, or just parts of one.  As this was a “Combat” event, the fine dining on 
the menu was delicious servings of Meals, Ready to Eat (MREs).  The Grog Bowl was active due to the numerous 
infractions of the Rules of the Mess...our Vice Ken Hoelscher seemed to spend a lot of time there!
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     Our biggest news for this quarter is that our application to become a 501(c)3 nonprofit was approved by the Internal 
Revenue Service on 31 May!  Our new status should create many more opportunities to share the history of our Armed 
Forces.  

     Our governing Board members are:

President: Mark Conrad  
Vice President: Ken Hoelscher  
Secretary: Kimberly Daniska-Villalva  
Treasurer: Catherine Beers-Conrad  
Chaplain: Brent Davidson
Trustee: Aaron Anderson
Trustee: John Hoelscher
Trustee: Michael “Mac” McBride
Trustee: Alex Villalva

     In closing, this 4th of July marks the 242nd birthday of our great Nation – let's all take time on that day to remember    
and give thanks for our Patriot forefathers who gave us the blessings of liberty we enjoy today and the men and women  
of our Armed Forces who continue to preserve our freedom!  

     Respectfully, 
 

Mark Conrad, MSgt, USAF, RET
Curator
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From Public Affairs:

     We are an Official Commemorative Partner with the DoD's United States Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of 
the Vietnam War.  Since the first of this year we've presented more than 400 lapel pins to eligible Vets as well as 20 
Spouse pins. 

     In early April we received a nice "Thank You" from the Pentagon for our support of the Vietnam 50th Commemoration. 
Their requirement is to conduct 6 events per year - in 2016 we held 29 pinnings, in 2017, we held 21, and so far in 2018 
we've held 18.   I'm honored and thankful to be part of the DoD's  commemoration of the Vietnam War.

    OPERATION: Card Angels supports Veterans, Deployed & Honor Flight – and they always comes through with "Thank 
You for Your Service" and birthday cards, “Hero Hearts” and pocket tissues for our Vets on the Dayton VA Campus. 
These cards are given to our fellow Vets in the Community Living Center that has a 260 bed capacity; it houses Hospice &
Palliative Care, 2 Nursing Homes, Memory Care; in the Patient Tower (hospital) Dialysis Unit (54 Vets), ICU, and Vets 
visiting the Museum.
     
     Without Card Angels, of which I'm one, we'd not be able to do this; I'm currently getting cards from 17 people in 9 
states. The cards are very much appreciated by Vets and their families.
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     During this year's Patriot Freedom Festival I enlisted a few volunteers,
several WWI, WWII and Vietnam reenactors and what seemed to be the
entirety of the Civil War encampment along with General “Stonewall” Jackson
and President and Mrs. Lincoln for a visit to the patients in our Community
Living Center (CLC). Since some of the Vets couldn't come to the PFF, we
brought the PFF to them!  It was fun and a huge success...we're all looking
forward to doing it again next year.

    Our birthday visits are in full swing now – we visit the dialysis ward four
times per month to distribute “Thank You” cards to each Vet, and every
Veteran who has a birthday that month gets a goodie bag. Once a month we
visit Kennedy Way (the Memory Care Unit) and have a birthday party for the
ward which includes spirited rounds of Bingo.

         We were asked by the VA Community Living Center to 
   assist with the birthday party for a WWII Veteran turning 100
   years old. He's a Veteran of the Italian Campaign and a 
   Purple Heart recipient. We presented a Museum Certificate 
   of Appreciation honoring his WWII service as well as a bag 
   of cards from Operation:Card Angels from around the 
   country. 

     On June 21st, we had the pleasure of supporting the Air Force
Museum Foundation and Ford at the annual Oval of Honor ceremony
at the National Museum of the United States Air Force.  Each year, the
Ford Oval of Honor program recognizes common individuals who have
demonstrated an uncommon commitment to serve and defend this
country. Dayton-area Ford dealers are demonstrating how much the
sacrifice and valor of three local Vietnam veterans is appreciated by
sharing their stories, saluting their courage and celebrating their
remarkable achievements. 

     It was a privilege to present pins to the Vietnam Veterans in
attendance (and one Gold Star Son) and to hear the stories of their
service.     
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     On the Hospice Ward, Comfort Carts are provided for family members so        
they can remain at their loved one's bedside when active dying begins. Each
cart is filled with drinks, snacks and microwavable meals.  These carts are
sustained through donations only – we try to stock them once or twice a month
or when items are requested. 

     If you'd like to donate food or drink items please contact Francesca Bryan
(Hospice and Palliative Care Director) at (937) 268-6511, extension 2273, or
me  at (937) 267-7629.
                                                                                                    

    We're always looking for volunteers.  We need folks to man the phones in
the office and at the Librarian's Desk and to interact with visitors; also, we're
always needing volunteers for projects and events.  Email me at  
cbeers2510@gmail.com for more information.

     Please, continue to help us spread the word - we've got a lot of great
history here!  You can help by forwarding this newsletter to people who have
an interest in military history, or “Like” us on Facebook and invite your
friends to do the same – the more people that know about us the better!

Respectfully, 

Catherine I. Beers-Conrad, USAF Veteran 
PROUD VIETNAM GOLD STAR DAUGHTER
Public Affairs Officer 
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14th Annual Patriot Freedom Festival
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DONATIONS QUARTERLY WRAP UP: 

     One of the groupings we received this quarter belonged to a soldier
who served on the Mexican Border and in France in World War I.
Corporal Victory served in Companies I and M of the 28th Infantry
Regiment during the Punitive Expedition in Mexico (he'd enlisted in June
1913). Prior to World War I, there was no such thing as an entire Division
- with the U.S. entry into WWI, the 28th and three other Regiments were
combined to form the First Expeditionary Division..which went on to
become the famed First Infantry Division, the "Big Red One" (BRO),
Corporal Victory served in the 3rd Machine Gun Battalion and took part
in all of the BRO's campaigns. He received two Citation Stars, and was
severely wounded in the left arm shortly before the Armistice. In 1932,
the Silver Star Medal was created and awarded (upon application) to
anyone who'd received a Citation Star. The Purple Heart was instituted
and 1932 as well, so he received that too.  (Donated by  Joe Young)

   Corporal Louis Grigg's widow donated a number of artifacts from his service during the Korean War, including this 
souvenir photo album full of photos from Korea.  This gorgeous album is still in it's original box and wrapping; the covers 
are lacquered wood with hand painted designs and inlaid Mother of Pearl embellishments. It's as new as the day it was 
purchased. (Donated by Shirley Griggs)
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     Another gap in our collections was filled when this 1917 Winchester bayonet was donated. At some point during it's life
the scabbard had been repainted bright green...but a couple hours of gently stripping away the paint and it looks much 
better!  (Donated by Jake Dailey)

     Without the generosity of people interested in preserving our military heritage, museums like ours couldn't exist – 
space doesn't permit an individual listing of all the donations we've received, but we want to thank the following groups 
and/or individuals for helping us tell the stories of the defenders of our great nation. (an asterisk indicates multiple 
donations):

*Operation: Card Angels (Nation-wide)        Suzette Jones (Florida)        Shirley Griggs (Ohio)
Dayton VA Medical Center Volunteer Services (Ohio)    Dennis Carter (Ohio)   *Jake Dailey (Ohio)
*Rich Snyder (Ohio)    Chaplain (Colonel) Robert Nay, US Army (Alabama)   *Kathy Neidhardt (Pennsylvania)
Abbey Road Chimney Sweeps, Inc. (Ohio)   Honor and Remember, Inc. (Ohio)   *Goodwill Easterseals (Ohio)
Paul Healey, MSgt, USAF, Ret. (Ohio)   *Laurie Koester (Ohio)   Ben Herron (Ohio)    Mike Stephens (Ohio)
Michael A. Napper (Ohio)    Kurtis D. Jenkins (Ohio)    Michael Copley (Ohio)

...and many anonymous donors.

FEATURED ARTIFACT(S): World War I Silver Star Medal
 
    Corporal Victory's WWI group included all of his medals but the Purple Heart;
fortunately his well-worn Silver Star Medal was still with the group.  The medal retains
it's original oak leaf cluster denoting a second award. When the Silver Star Medal was
created in 1932, recipients of the WWI Citation Star could apply to receive it. Note that
the actual medal isn't silver, it's a bronze-gold color. The center is superimposed with a
3/16th inch silver star - the same as the Citation Star when it was awarded.

     The First Division was known to award Citation Stars to those Wounded In Action,
so it's possible he received one for valor and the second for his injury. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

July:
 July 2018: Birthday visits to VA Dialysis Ward.

 Wednesday, July 4, 2018, 9:00AM - 5:00PM: Independence Day open house.

 Saturday, July 14, 2018, 1:00PM: Sons of Union Veterans William T. Sherman Camp #93 meeting.

 Wednesday, July 18, 2018, 9:00AM: Museum “Get To Know Us" Campaign table at the VA Medical Center 
lobby.

 Wednesday, July 25, 2018, 1000AM: Birthday visits to Kennedy Way.

August:
 August 2018: Birthday visits to VA Dialysis Ward.

 Friday, August 17, 2018, 2:00PM: Veterans tour group from Chicago, IL.

 Wednesday, August 22, 2018, 1000AM: Birthday visits to Kennedy Way.

 Friday, July 27, 2018, 1000AM: Tour and presentation for "The Book Club". 

September:
 September 2018: Birthday visits to VA Dialysis Ward.

 Saturday, September 8, 2018, 10:00AM: Military vehicle show for the Community Living Center.

 Saturday, September 8, 2018, 1:00PM: Sons of Union Veterans William T. Sherman Camp #93 meeting.

 Tuesday, September 11, 2018: Patriot Day Open House.

 Wednesday, September 12, 2018, 9:00AM: Museum “Get To Know Us" Campaign table at the VA Medical 
Center lobby.

 Friday, September 21, 2018: National POW/MIA Day Open House.

 Friday, September 21, 2018, 9:00AM: National POW/MIA Day display tables at the VA Medical Center lobby.

 Wednesday, September 26, 2018, 1000AM: Birthday visits to Kennedy Way.  
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Help us create a lasting memorial to our World War I
Veterans with a new plaque for the

Dayton VA Medical Center Grotto Gardens!
Donate on-line at:

www.gofundme.com/remember-our-world-war-i-veterans

12



FREE SERVICES WE PROVIDE: 

 Speakers Bureau

 Veterans Wall

 Veterans Roll of Honor

 Veterans History Project

 Operation FOOTLOCKER 

 Genealogy and research archives

 Awards and Decorations replacement

  The Veterans Roll of Honor can be found at:  http://www.mvmhm.com/vroh.htm.    To submit a veteran for the Roll of 
Honor, or for our Veterans Wall, email their full name, rank, branch of service, service history and awards and decorations
(these are optional), to our Curator at curator@mvmhm.com. You may submit only a name, or you can also include a 
picture; if no picture is available, the appropriate service emblem will be used. (Note that we reserve the right to edit 
submissions for clarity, grammar and spelling. 

MISCELLANEOUS:

Our “Wish List”:   We're looking for some specific items to fill gaps in our displays/collection – one item that has 
eluded us is a set of Vietnam War tiger stripes:
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(Do not send pictures by any other method e.g. Facebook Messenger)
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How can YOU help preserve our veterans history?

     Each day more and more of our veterans are passing away. The last veteran from World War I passed away in 
February 2011; our World War II veterans are dying at the rate of approximately 1,000 a day. For many younger people, 
conflicts as recent as Vietnam seem to be "old war movies". Unfortunately, many times when a veteran dies all of his or 
her history dies with them - we want to bring to life the stories of our veterans and provide a tangible link to them.  
Donations ensure our continued growth, and preservation of our veteran's stories.  (All donors are credited on the 
museum's web site).  

What types of things can you donate?   

Uniforms

Insignias

Medals

Photographs

Captured enemy trophies

Anything that will help tell our veteran's stories, especially those from Ohio.

     We can also use items that you feel may be too damaged or worn to restore. Artifacts may be used to support our 
educational programs such as Operation FOOTLOCKER (a virtual field trip) and the Speakers Bureau.

       Nothing is too small or insignificant!                     

THIS QUARTER IN MILITARY HISTORY:

July 1, 1863: Battle of Gettysburg begins.
July 1, 1971: Viet Cong proposed the return of all American and Allied prisoners held in North and South Vietnam by
the end of 1971 if all US troops were withdrawn within that same period.
July 3, 1898: The Spanish fleet is destroyed off Santiago, Cuba.
July 9, 1943: Allied forces land in Sicily.
July 15, 1918: Second Battle of the Marne.
July 16, 1779: Battle of Stoney Point.
July 18, 1950: US Cavalry lands at Pohangdong
July 22, 2003: Uday and Qusay Hussein are killed by American forces.

August 1, 1914: Germany, an ally of Austria-Hungary, declares war on Russia and demands the neutrality of
Russia's ally France, beginning World War I.
August 2, 1990: Iraq invades Kuwait.
August 2, 1964: US Navy destroyers Maddox and C. Turner Joy are reported attacked by North Vietnamese
torpedo boats in the Gulf of Tonkin
August 4, 1950: Pusan perimeter established in southeastern Korea.
August 7, 1942: US forces begin landing on Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands.
August 16, 1780: Battle of Camden, South Carolina.
August 17, 1961: East Germany begins construction of the Berlin Wall.
August 29, 1862: Second Battle of Bull Run.

September 1, 1939: Germany invades Poland, starting WWII.
September 3, 1969: Ho Chi Minh dies.
September 5, 1917: Riga captured by the Germans, using new tactics based on lightning assault.
September 8, 1781: Battle of Eutaw Springs, South Carolina.
September 11, 2001: Terrorists launch attacks against the United States.
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TRIVIA

     The last quarter trivia question was: “Belching Buzzard” is the the nickname for what unit's insignia?  The answer: The 
101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) – the “Screaming Eagles”.

     This quarter's question is:   After World War I, Germany was required to pay reparations for the cost of the war; 
in what year did Germany make it's final World War I reparation payment?  

     The Miami Valley Military History Museum is located in Building 120, the historic Putnam Library, in the Historic District
of the Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Dayton, Ohio.

     Please note that although we are located on federal property, we receive NO funding from
the Veterans Administration - we operate entirely "out of our own pockets" and with the help
of unpaid volunteers. We are a 501c3 tax-exempt organization and donations are tax 
deductible to the limit allowed by the Internal Revenue Service. 

      Miami Valley Military History Museum    
       120 Ohio Avenue
       Dayton, OH 45428

       Hours of Operation: 9AM to 4PM

       Monday through Friday 
       1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month  
       All Patriotic holidays
       By Appointment

 (Please note that opening hours are contingent on volunteer availability.)

       Curator: Mark Conrad, MSgt, USAF, Ret.
                      937-267-7629
                      937-902-8001

                     Email: curator@mvmhm.com

      Public Affairs: Catherine I. Beers-Conrad, USAF Veteran
                               937-267-7629
                               937-409-4529

                             Email: cbeers2510@gmail.com

        Internet: www.mvmhm.com

 
      Official Partner in the United States Vietnam War Commemoration, the United States World War One Centennial
Commission, the Imperial War Museum World War I Centenary and a member of the Small Museums Association. 
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